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Bawdrip in the 1940’s

Newspapers of course are a valuable source of information

Just like today they are a fascinating insight into the
events of the day

Over the past 18 months | have searched the newspapers for this village

It is very much a work in progress

Tonight is a ramble through the 1940’s to get a snapshot of the happenings of the day

Please make comments and share any information as we go along.

We will go through the decade and find the everyday events of Bawdrip !
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What was happening in the area in 1940

World War 2 was barely a year old things locally had
seemed “normal” but -

The ROF at Puriton was already being built opening in 1941

Bridgwater and Taunton Canal now formed part of the Taunton Stop Line, designed to
prevent the advance of a German invasion. Pillboxes can still be seen along its length

The first bombs fell on Bridgwater on 24 August 1940, destroying houses on Old Taunton Road,
and three men, three women and one child were killed.

The first evacuees had arrived by 1940 causing pressure on the established order

Between 1940 and 1941 housing for workers was built as "pre-fabs" in Woolavington. Hostels for single
workers were built at Dunball by the King's Sedgemoor Drain (which was also widened at that time)

Later a prisoner of war camp was established at Colley Lane holding 500 German and Goathurst 500 Italian
prisoners. During the preparations for the invasion of Europe, American troops were based in the town.

But tonight is more about what those at home were doing
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August 1940

SANITATION CRITICISMS
AT BAWDRIP

SCHOOL AND VILLAGE HALL

Repo on his fon sani
Eoetts at Bawario & ‘o

L There was a vacang septic
B T i stona® aeas & Vecans ssptic tank
for the l. The system in operation
nmﬂ’t‘:unluuo‘g' The mnﬁ
mn und should be removed.
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406 THE SILVER FiSH GAFE, KNOWLE
rs

Oct 1940

PO, MUDLLLT WUALD, DIMMINGHMAM L¥,
Tel.: South 3194.5. Knolis House, Manchester;
Cricklewood. London: Harrow,

HOUSES TO LET (FURNISHED)

e

UDLEY en}uw:tl) Furn. sup, Res. garage
~ Avery modd, convenience splendid wir rald
s"hrl?ﬁr Moderate incl. rent—Nosl Thompson
<< Stone 8t, Dudlsy

ANDSWORTH Wood Rd. Det. every con
vemence S —DESAIS Leonard Carver

& Lo, 31 Walerioo St
TREETLY Attractive Res, with garage good
A7 alr raid abelter 3 min. tus station & shopa
s guinéas per whk—W. H. Bmith Son &

v‘vl ']
Jone
Werl

Hounos SOA Radmuba 5L

Let, furn., part o0r whole of Hse 12 bhaid.

TN vlec. ‘jgni water phane 215 miles
Bridgwater—Parker Tha Silver Fish Knowle
Pridgwater Somerset
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Oct 1940
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Jan 1941
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SPEED OF ARMY VEHICLES

JURY ASKED THAT DRIVERS
BE WARNED

BRIDGWATER INQUEST ON
DESPATCH RIDER

A rider asking military authorities to
WaArn riders and lorry dtlvers
uto speed.wasaddedtoaverdsct

by misadventure™ Pg
Brldmterjury at the Hospital on Friday.

was on Amos Grantham,
LKW whose home was
at 139, , Hull, Yorkshire.

Crook bﬂgg Bath-road, Bawdrip, on the

“"?ﬁe The jury exonerated
To&.dﬁmno%gbayaeg'm who was repre-
sented by Mr, Cuthbert Pardoe.
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"HOW TO DEAL WITH
INCENDIARY BOMBS
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IUCTLILE By FJume, WILD MITS. INUFSe asia,

visitor

BAWDRIP

FIRE-FIGHTING—Mr. J. W. Connolly,
Chief Officer of Bridgwater Fire Brigade.
with the local Brigade, guve a demonstra-
tion of how to deal with incendiary hombs
to & large number of parishioners in Mr.
Burston’s wvard on Thursday, Stirrup
pumps and the other local appliances were

Jused, Mr A A Allen. of the District

Council and Mr. C. J. Luckes, thanked
Mr. Connolly, and also Mr. Bradford.
local AR.P. organiser, for his Kkeen
interest
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September 1941 y

THE BOYS IN BLUE ARE SEEING
YOU THROUGH

COME IN HUNDREDS AND HELP
THEM. YOU'!

A GRAND DANCE

VILLAGE HALL, BAWDRIP
SEPT. 17th, 9 to 1 a.m.

MUSIC HY THE REGAL DANCE

OROHESTRA
CAPTAIN R. E. HUGGINS. M.B.E.,
Nes kKindly coniented to present the
Prizes

ADMISSION 2¢ &4
Proceeds Devoted to the Merchant Navy
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CRASH THAT KILLED FIVE MEN

June 1941

LORRY DRIVER FINED £10 AT BRIDGWATER

\
\
5

CONVICTION FOR DANGEROUS DRIVING

An accldent at Crandon Bri .
Knowle, Bawdrip. on June 7th, when
five men were killed resulted in Tom
Simpson, motor driver and Dboiller
coverer, 1. egewo{oagr ‘ Brm&v:ntgrn
belng, ! dcwa
I‘bursdn%fth drlvln% lorry n a
manner dangerous to the public.—Mr
C. B Pardoe defended and pleaded
not gullty

John Barnett B87. Rhode-lane. the
gatﬂea passenger in the cab. was also
ed,

STATEMENT TO SERGEANT.
PS: iG{:&d d{egg dote%dant‘s state-
ment in sald his speed was
about 30 mph The off wheels of
the W.D. vehicle were about one fool
on its wrong side of the white line
He swung as near to the wall as he
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November 1941

BAWDRIP CARNIVAL
BALL

£29 RAISED FOR AIR RAID
DISTRESS FUND

A sum of £29 1g 3d was raised for
the Rural District Alr Rald Distress
Fund by & cernival ban held in Ba.w-
i B e Bt R
response to appe -

C. Hamilton, hon organ'iscr of the
tund A large company attended,
many ot whom were in fan COS~
tume. E. Allen, councilior for
Bga M% ﬂﬁuugé w::s b Classics’
a e Class
Dance Orchestra, an the dsnce
"went. ofl with & swing.” The hall

3““ Mfareh, “tne bair" was in-

somewhat different
rr m the usunl and the MOCO.
achieved his aim by introducing
novelties, which Included balloons,

streamers. coloured fire and twiught,
% hted by 400 starlights.
u memory of

ept up g:e
val days gone DYy,
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DANO! FOR g ME OUARD

Mnre mm‘
tions we:l:.tﬂltﬂb ted by %n. James,
of  Bra ., At A
33?“: ,%:{{,.m b“ &mxgrm A
n
gu eg. 12 Lvdﬂp omg
"
Winners were : Comic | ver
cup, L, Hart; tes Miss
Woods . (Bridgwater); Nurse

Nood, Ba 8ick Bay and
Rees m:?" and  tail
‘erhon  (Puriton) Mrs.

Bridgwater), Mr Rainey
8 Lee. Statue dance—

November 1941
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Olllll Xlli 'IIST DRIVE

PAHISH HALL. BAWDRIP

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19tlt.
38 p.m. Ollll’ A
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BAWDRIP

CoMING EVENT.—A whist drive
will be held in the Parish Hsll on
Thursday next, February 12th, in aid
of the local branch of the St. John
Ambulance and Jocal boys serving in
H.M. Forces. Further particulars will
be found in an advti. in this lssue,

February 1942

AN OUTSIZIE CIGAR

From the proceeds of 4 whist drive
n the Vill.ge Hall a wireless 'ﬁgt has
been presented 0O Lroops. e ar-
xanxser and M.C. wi:s Councillor A. E.

llen. The total takings amounted
to £11 2s Bd. Miss Smales, of Bradney
House, presented the prizeg to the
following : — Ladies — 1., Mrs. L.
Rossiter. Huntspill; 2. Mrs. W. Con-
duit, Bawdrip: 3. Miss M. Russ,
Puriton: consolation, Misg L. Cross,
Enowle. Gentiemen—1. Mr. H. Best:
2. FTG.: 3. Mr. 8. Bradd!ck, Bawdrip.
consolation, Mr. D. Jeanes. Table
&ﬂm were won by Mr. M. Lewis and

rs. Maud Crane. A competition
run by Mrs. L. Gould realised £68. The
first prize was an Americen cigar 11
inches In length and cone inch In
diameter, given by one of the troops.
The ciger which had been in many
theatres of the war, was won by Mr.
F. Hardwill Taunton. The second

rize, consisting of cigars, went to Mr.

. Johnson., Puriton., and the third,
a hox of chocolates, to Mr. P. Hagrett
Woolavington. An anonymous gentle-
man 2ave a box of chocolates, and
these realised 45, Refreshments wer
served by Mesdames Gould, Sellick, F.
March. and Crane.
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April 1942

BAWDRIP FARMHOUSE
BLAZE

Because of its situation at the top
of the hill, firemen were handicapped
in obtaining a cupgly of water when
fire broke out at Knowle Hill Farm,
Bawdrip, In the occupation of Mr. F.
Yeandle., on Sunda& The NFS
{Bri ater) and wdrip AFS
{ound the entirf thatched roof of the
farmhouse well alight when they
arrived The nearest water was
about 800 feet distant, Pum were
brought Into operation, and ~fter
about an hour's exacting work the
firemen succeeded in getting the
blaza under control The farmhouse
and contents were damaged very
extensively. as were a barn ang \is
contents, which included farm pro-
duce and wheat seed, but the remain-
ing outbulidings escaped, The dam-
age is estimated at about £1,000.
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June 1942

BAWDRIP
STUDENT'S DRIVING OFFENCES

An l18-year-0ld student. John
James, of Bradney House, Bawdrip,

on Friday fined £) for riding a motor.
CycCle W.lDout due care and attention
and £1 for not having a licence =
Bench endorsed his licence P.C
Beattle motor patrol) sald he was
negotiating a left-hand bend on the
Bnp ’;‘t:r side of Knowle Inn when
A : car came in opp%mte
direcrion on s eorrectu:fde. -
denly a molor-cyclist, who apparently
was following behind SWuUng tw the
off side and commenced to overtake
the car. Witness appliea his brakes
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January 1943

SHAM CASTLE AT KNOWLE

Many passengers travelling by train
between Bridgwater and Weston-
super-Mare and many motorisis
making their way along the PFolden
Hills towards Bridgwater have been
struck by what looks like a romantic
and baronial castle standing on the
hill at EKEnowle, near Bawdrip ana
have wanted 10 know something o
its history. Miss Maxwell Fraser savs
the villagers earnestly assure 1he
rare visitor that this ploturesque
ruln 1  “turble ancient.” but she
Savs as a matter of fact It was bullt
about 150 yexrs ago in the park of
Knowle. The explanation given is that
the then owner had married a French
lady who pined for her native
country, and that he bulit the sham
castle to please her. One version ol
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February 1943

DANCE FOR AMBULANCE

BRANCH

Bic COoMPANY AT VIiLLAGE HALL

The Village Hall was hLlled Lo cape-
city on Wednesduy evening, when a
dance was held in ald of the local
brunch of the St John Ambulance,
The organiser and M.C, was Councilloy
A. E. Allen, who had arranged a
series of Interesting competitions and
a sale of gifts. which all added con-
siderubly to the roceeds. The
musical programime y the Regal
Dance Orchestra wias much enjoyed.

Competition winners were: ren
dance, Miss E. Cox and Miss H,
Lynham: head and tall dance Miss
G Warren, Chedzoy, and Mr. F.
Tucker., Sutton Mallet: spot walte,
Miss J. Cox and Mr. L. Newton.: statue
dance. Private .and Miss Bell, mani-
cure set, Mis. Howe. ) .
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MIDDLEZOY MAan S COMPLAINT

A letter read at the County Pollce-
court on Friday written on behal! of
Albert Tucker, carpenter. Rose Cot-
lage Middlezoy, who was summoned
[ar an tnfnucemem ol the black-oul,
stated ti is these o policemen
nave noth ng els¢ 0 do byt go
nmund LIVIng to get their name up.

I wish thc had 10 work as hard as |
do. then ey most likely would tell
another u'e The ¢ase was proved

EBEAD LW UPPED HALE OF by PC. Coombs, and a fine of £2 10s
APERTUDE -NO BIGGER  GLASS AND WHOLE OF was un d —For similar offence
THE LIGHT FROM MGST 66 COMPLETELY A7) I md_é
ST omdio o RIhaar Il T
ShSATT GE'SLE  walr oF RERLECTOR Wm Michael I'rdcey Parsons archi-
[owm) S00YDS  puiTH BLACK MaTT tect. " Shanunon. ' Buwarxg £3: Edna
éﬁ GENDERCD Atkins The Gravel Logursey,
£2. Herbery Willlam ( x larmer.

ASSBCUTION R A

RO 55 5 South View Farm Westonzoyland £2
February 1943



SANITATION CRITICISMS
AT BAWDRIP

SCHOOL AND VILLAGE HALL

1. & roport ar Brzeontei o e suns
report was presen ! the -

. tary Inspector (Mr. F. A. iune) not-
"ling that the sanitary offices at Baw-
drip Council School were naiv in pro-
ner sanitary condition, and stating he|
)| had asked the County Education Secre- |
tary to address a strong letter to the
school managers pointing out their
responsibility for seeing that the|,
offices were given frequent attention|.
|in the future. |
, Mr. A. J. Paul complimented the|,
Sanitary Committee on having settled
the matter, but added that could |’
not congratulate them on the time|,
| taken to do {t—about three years. He|
1hoped the Inspector would keep an|,
|'eye on the school In the future. ’

Bawdrip in the 1940’s

June 1943
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March 1944

BAWDRIP NURSERY

COUNTY COUNCIL DECIDE
ON  REQUISITIONING

Somoerse! County Council were
tinformed on Tuesday that the lease 01
the residential nursery at Bawdrip
House. near Bridgwater., expired on
Fehruary 8th. This nursery provides
accommodation for evacuees and
Somerse! ¢hiidren, and as the
Regional Oflicer of the Ministry of
Health was unable to approve terms
suggested by the owner [or renewal of
the lease, he authorised the Council's
Clerk to requlisition the property, and,
i the meantime, the owners ofiered
1o sell. The Public Health and Hous-
ing Committee considered that the
nur<ery should continue after the
war for Somerset children, ang recoms-
mended the Council to purchase the
property at g price not exceeding thag
recommended by the Districs Valuer,

This was approved, and. in the
meantime, the Clerk will proceed, i

necessary, with the requisilion.
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March 1944

A member ox Bridgwater mural Dis-

STOLEN BAGS OF
" FLOUR
- —

BAWDRIP COUNCILLOR ON
. RECEIVING CHARGE

BRIDGWATER MAN SENT TO
PRISON

trict Councll ts Food Control
Coinn.itee. Arch.b.ud Edwin Aden
af the Post-office #awdrlg)
acqQuiited by Br lﬂf ter rough
Bonch on Monday a# churge of
ceiving  two 140l1b. bags of ﬂour
viluiieg £1 185 8d, the property of
Measrs, Peace, Ltd., kn them to
anve been stolen. He was derended

drietol, and pleaded mt i

The Mayor (Mr H. Scholfield) said
nere was vergegnne doum in the
minds of the nch a the cir-
munxou nces there wou be no con-
Jiction.
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BAWDRIP HOLSE

At Sonervst Coumty Caouncil . on
Fuoestay 1 WAS awreed 1o pvrelpse
e restdlent ol muesery o nl Bawdrin
House, pear Bridewatler, inclndins
about 10 acres of erass land adioin-
Jug Jar £5,300, plus costs,

October 1944
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BAWDRIP

FARMER SUMMONED
A summon. against Reginald White,
farmer ol Bn_rker.-; Farm Bawdrip, for
Y

driver. wis dismlssed on payment of
45 cosls by Eridgwater County Magis-
trates on rriday.

November 1944
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February 1945

secretary.

FETE CONCLUDES
WELCOME HOME WEEK

hon,

o bg:lf and buy”

the w‘ n on Tuea&y
B & o s
On Thursday
attended

tregsurer
Thera
stall in
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BAWDRIP

COLLECTED 900 SHIP HALF-
PENNIES

Mrs Braddick, senr., of PBawdrip,
Nas collected over 900 ship hal:-
pennies this ve on bzhall of the
Roval Navy War Libraries. In recog-
nition of her splendid effort she has
heen awarded an R NWL Dbadge,
which was presented 'o her by Mrs.
Bernard (district orgaulser),

September 1945
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tbc Mr
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ou Juiy nid over
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September 1945

T™h
gnud to %a%cun, wlgx
with prizes for all, conunuod a.ﬂ;cr

tea until dusk, when the
reac.hedm?: aplemdld m nm-
to be

congra
the children such a y timo.
Special thanks are aue My, C.
5‘32? mGubenn? tnaldns the t

or wo

splendm victory cnku a mrprlu
from Gould.
ured'he forherorgunhalon. uw
as to all who contributed with
money and gifts,
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April 1946

Compiled by MISS ADA SMITH,

BAWDRIP.
SATURDAY
A laugh is worth a hundred groans
in any market. Lamhb
SUNDAY
A Toe to God WwWas never & true
to man, Young
MONDAY

e pEtbciied s 450A seiph T
on Ior al

e . . Lavater
« TUESDAY
Good humour is one of the best
articles of dress one can wear in

socliety Thackeray.
WEDNESDAY
Libert has restraints, but no
trontserz Lioyd George.
THURSDAY

Learn to hold thy tongue; five
words cost Zacharias forty weeks of
sllence. Fuller.

FRIDAY
In these days we fight for ideas,

and new pers are our fortresses.
e H. Heine,
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~ BAWDRIP
saes i AL'EI.GOUE GIFT
tative of the

sen v Smnerm

acxnowledm a 01 £5 15
from Mr and Mrs, L, m&

April 1946

FAAIIEWeE‘I.&onGIFT T0 nfcron
officers and members of meo:hurcm
has been presented to the Rector
(the Rev, W L. Cass), who retires

on April 80th .
Owing w ilil-health Mr Cass was
unable ceremony at

to attend the
e Parish T Was
ded to =

Hall when
daughter, Cass,
«ho, on behall of her fagher
andw sincere thanks for the gift
lea

sald how sor t.hey were wtgg
presen

Lthe dist
tion. the Rev H L.
of ton Polden pud tribute to
ur Cass work
tns thanked all

who had subscti towards the gif:,
Bince presentation was made
turum- ctl’fu of cash have been
mbo l:ed ringing it to a total of
abou

Mr. Cass and his da

ughter are to

make their future home at Bath.
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BAWDRIP
LICENSEE'S SILVER WEDDING

3 To celebrate thelr silver wedding.
S | \Mr. and Mrs. Lionel Gould held & re-
g | union at the Knowle Inn.  During the

: evening they werc presented with a
canteen oOf amlex (rom customers
and friends at the inn. the gift being
nanded them hv Al \\'llunm Conduit,
the oldest guest present. An electric
glock, 3 zift from the Enowle¢ Iun
Bkittles Ciub, was presented on hehsll
of the members by Mr. Rogerson,
chairman of the club. Many other
presents were 250 received, together
with a large number of copgratalalory
INESSAZes.

February 1947
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H.
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March 1947

- WTILE Wealern Guozelte,

Dorset. WDH,

THE SILVER FISH HOTEL,
KNOWLE, BRIDGWATER,
THE HOTEL AND RESTAURANT ARE
NOW OFEN, We are small 50 we ean
give you personal atiention. We specialise
in d Tood. well cooked and always
interesting. We promise you warmah, oom-

fort and & cheerful etvironment, Parties

{entered for, RIng or come and order your

meal. Tel. Puriton 297. 131639

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION
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June 1947

Gifts to Bawdrip
Church

Dedicated by Archdeacon
Of Wells

Memorable events in connection
with Bawdrip Parish Church last week
were the degdication lr? the Archdeacon
n{ Wells (Ven, W. N. Higgins) of a
silver wafer box. silver slms dish and
tablet {0 two benelactors on Wednes-
day evening, and a {ete in the Rectory
goundg on Thursday {or repairs to

e tower.

The waler box wsas the glift of Mrs,
W. W. Jelf formerly of Uplands Baw-
drip, in memory of her husband. Col.
Wilirid Wykham Jeld, CM.G., DS.O..
Royal Artillery, who died in 1833, and
thelr two sons, who loet their lives in

£ Iast war, |
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BRIDGWATER

MERCURY

BAWDRIP FETE. Our picture shows Miss Pike, Mrs. Poyata. Wright, the Rev. and Mrs. H. L. Jules, and Miss Legge with the come
bined casts of * Dick Whittington ™ and * Meddling with Magic," which school-childran presented at Bawdrip fete on Thursday.

mﬂ‘"-&w"‘ 3-’-: B ' - -

July 1947
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CURIOS AT FETE.

Various curios Jlent by Irtends
which included a bag belonzing
ltdw who attended & ball o e eve

the Battle of Wnerloo were 2
Ieatute of the fete on Thursday,
which was opened by Mrs. Poynts-
Wﬂaht. lnt-roduced v the Rector
(Rev, H. L. Jukes). Two gl:ys wcre

by puplls o }

here were sports e ch idren, snd
Il R. Bostock condiucted an suction
sale,

The stalls, sideshows and those in
charge were : —leules W. R.
Walker ; ilunt Bunday
Schoo!l stall. nuu%v Porter. Ronnie
Giihert, and John codrow: fancy.
Miss Milner and Mr. G. Rouault;
general, Mrs. Gould and Mrs, Wood-
row: produce, Misg Irish, Mrs. Caok,
Mrs Rosaman, and Mrs. Body;
Chtneae laundry, School mem-
Ders: bath game, wen Emery and
Bheu; Cox; treasure hunt and cake
com tion Milss Katherine Farrance;
clo: L, Miss ﬁaal white ele L.
Mrs, ? . Mrs. ﬁn ”meot ton,

. ¥y, MrE, Ctgt‘l-l and
Mrs, . jce cream, Mrs, gbeek:
Bouatis tand " hiss | CHlbert: | gate.

ua a 4 .
Messrs. W. J. Luxton. Lewls, C. Brake.
and Condmt

m

Qi

i
of
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Bawdrip in the 1940’s Watered Whisky
Charge

a | ‘Bawdrip Innkeeper Not
' Qs Guilty

wmmon against Lione] Charies
Gosmd. of ’xe owlg Inn., Bawdrip,

1ir 48 degrees under
B e atritking an InSpector in

ls m.'g'gre dis-

November 1947



e
POPULAR DAY EXCuU RSIONS

TO BURNHAM-ON-SEA

Bawdrip in the 1940’s

EVERY TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY
{(until September 23 inclusive).

July 1948
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BAWDRIP

mszvlzalt'gnsnxm; attended a meet-
e ‘”‘%m o

March 1949
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Won 46 Show I\ﬂ

Prizes |

!
!
!
!
!

Achievement of Oldest
Inhabitant r

!

Rewvival of Bawdrip Exhibition

Qlde anagitant of Bawdarip, 85-
- \j ‘-1- \F ..I_.ELI-. .;':‘.'1.: 5 A0l
cP ne beard Yiien the &l 18
allOow ol Bawdrip Allotmen Hoide
and Garderers Asspciatiogn., iast¢ heid
In 19€3. wa re &d o Saturday. i
a field len: by Mr. W. Burawon. vy 1t
46 prizes, Including 26 firgts, M
Condiit won w» cups—one ouriga
-3 20ld medal. silver medal, RLG 2
3N v 1wo of his =ons, & grandso
ang 2 grand-daugnier wors RS0 prize-
w AN NS
Wit 15t Tve st € I'les LI
£30% was sl suiccess=ful the
Quiiity beirg remarkanly good for th
£ Der a

» 211 o] -3 : el el
e |OANCe (rOom the viiiage and nsigo-
UgUSt 5 | ourhcod
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To be Continued !




