
Bawdrip in the 1940’s

From Newspapers of the time



Bawdrip in the 1940’s

• Newspapers of course are a valuable source of information

• Just like today they are a fascinating insight into the 
events of the day 

• Over the past 18 months I have searched the newspapers for this village

• It is very much a work in progress

• Tonight is a ramble through the 1940’s to get a snapshot of the happenings of the day 

• Please make comments and share any information as we go along. 

• We will go through the decade and find the everyday events of Bawdrip !



Bawdrip in the 1940’s
• What was happening in the area in 1940

• World War 2 was barely a year old things locally had 
seemed “normal” but -

• The first bombs fell on Bridgwater on 24 August 1940, destroying houses on Old Taunton Road, 
and three men, three women and one child were killed. 

• Later a prisoner of war camp was established at Colley Lane holding 500 German and Goathurst 500 Italian 
prisoners. During the preparations for the invasion of Europe, American troops were based in the town.

• The first evacuees had arrived by 1940 causing pressure on the established order

• But tonight is more about what those at home were doing

• The ROF at Puriton was already being built opening in 1941

• Between 1940 and 1941 housing for workers was built as "pre-fabs" in Woolavington. Hostels for single 
workers were built at Dunball by the King's Sedgemoor Drain (which was also widened at that time)

• Bridgwater and Taunton Canal now formed part of the Taunton Stop Line, designed to 
prevent the advance of a German invasion. Pillboxes can still be seen along its length
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To be Continued !


